Proc. roy. Soc. Med. VolIm6 May 1971 cerned, there is little known and the authors do not consider that much is to be gained by speculating on this topic (p 111), though they return to it later (pp 123-126) and present a number of possible models in a rather over-condensed and summary fashion.
Apart from this limitation, the book treats the whole subject admirably and a very large amount of material is lucidly, economically and indeed fascinatingly described. The different bodily systems subject to rhythms (particularly body temperature, endocrines and kidney) are considered systematically and their possible interrelations and the factors controlling them are carefully discussed.
The second half of the book, which is concerned with the practical significance of these physiological phenomena, traces the everyday implications of circadian rhythms in relation to alertness, skill, shiftwork and intercontinental travel (time-zone transitions). Important clinical implications are also presented.
The introductory chapter on 'Methods of Study' is of special value; it clarifies a major issue in the study of the subjectthe differentiation of endogenous from imposed rhythms. This chapter will be of particular value to anyone contemplating research in this field. J S WEINER 1w & 1i Fsdx M by P C Gautier-Smith MA MD FRCP pp x+350 illustrated £-50 London: Butterworths 1970 This important monograph is based upon the experience of a neurological surgeon and the analysis of his records by a neurologist. Of McKissock's very large series of 916 intracranial meningiomas, 154 were parasagittal and 59 falcine. Tumours at these two related sites thus constitute 28% of the total. Gautier-Smith has exhaustively studied the patients' records; a little more than half the pages are occupied by the results of this analysis, and the remainder by summaries ofeach patient's record. The two groups of patients are considered separately, parasagittal growths being those with an attachment to the superior sagittal sinus, and the falcine ones those attached to the falx, without involvement of this sinus. Clinical differences between cases with the two types of tumour are brought out clearly, as also the difference between the symptoms and signs occasioned by tumours according to their relationship with the anterior, middle or posterior thirds of the sinus. The results of the various diagnostic tests employed are fully evaluated and surgical aspects of the group of cases briefly considered. The results of a careful follow-up study are set out and indicate the difficulty of completely excising parasagittal tumours at or posterior to the rolandic-area, and their consequent high recurrence rate. The outlook with true falcine tumours is shown to be considerbly more favourable from this point of view. The incidence of post-operative epilepsy is discussed, being particularly high in patients with tumours in the central region.
This little book should remain the authoritative work on its subject. It is unlikely that in the future one surgeon will ever again personally deal with as great a number of meningiomas, and all interested will be grateful to Dr Gautier-Smith whose monograph has ensured that the fruits of this experience will now remain readily available.
J E A O'CONNELL
The Ehes-Dnlos Syndrome by Peter Beighton MD MRCP DCH DTM&H pp 194 illustrated £3015 London: William Heinemann Medical Books.1970 This excellent monograph is based on a review of 300 published case reports and the personal examination of 130 patients. It is lavishly illustrated by excellent black-and-white photographs and is written in a light and unpompous style. The paper and print are good, the index adequate and the bibliography exhaustive.
The subject-matter is divided into seventeen chapters embracing the history of the condition, general description and types; dematological, orthopedic, cardiological, gastrointestinal, neurological, ophthalmological and obstetric. The genetic and pathological aspects are also dealt with.
This book must remain the definitive work on this rare disease for many years. The eighteenth annual session of the New Orleans Academy of Ophthalmology was devoted to ocular pharmacology and therapeutics. These valuable transactions, edited and made available in the same year as the symposium, contain 21 chapters, scanning the subject in diverse and rich fashion, with 5 colour plates, and the roundtable discussions condensed into 37 pages at the end.
This splendid volume abounds with information on the penetration and distribution of pharnacological agents, and on the recording and evaluation of the therapeutic response. There is a chapter which deals exhaustively with iatrogenic
